
Dear Parents; 

We have had a great start to the year.  Our opening day was filled with activities that focused on our 

habits of mind: flexibility, outside the box thinking, resilience, collaboration, communication, and self- 

sufficiency.   Our staff will continue to work with our students to help them realize and utilize these 

habits that will help them far beyond high school. 

This year we have organized our schedule into 4 blocks each semester.  This means that students will 

only have four classes that are 90 minutes long, for the semester. This schedule is aligned to a college 

schedule for our students currently enrolled in college coursework, and enables students to focus on 

fewer courses at one time.  As classes are delivered in longer time blocks during the day and conclude at 

the end of the semester, it is very important that students be in attendance every day.  Missing a day of 

school on a block schedule is the same as missing two days on a typical eight period schedule.  Certainly, 

some absences can be avoided, but please make every effort to arrange appointments outside of the 

school day or plan vacations in accordance with the district calendar. 

In the next few weeks students will be well into their coursework, and you should anticipate their work 

load to begin to increase.  All grades and assignments can be located on Schoology.  Parents are 

encouraged to use a Schoology account to help support students in their efforts.  Students who are 

enrolled in choir or band and a foreign language at MHS should use Power School to keep track of those 

assignments. 

Many of our students are enrolled in college classes through Columbus State Community College this 

semester.  Students enrolled in these classes will follow the college syllabus and will be held to all of the 

policies of the college.  We are confident that our students are ready for the rigor of college coursework, 

it is important that they attend to their assignments and projects in accordance to CSCC’s timelines and 

requirements. 

September 7 is a Prime Time for the district and we will run a two hour delay.  September 13 will be our 

first conference night and we will run a mock schedule for parents to meet all of the teachers.  More 

information will be sent prior to the 13th. 

Here’s to a great September! 

Sincerely, 

Kathy McKinniss 


